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under a concession from the  Shah of Persia’ to  Baron  de  Reuter. 
Vhen  the  line  had been surveyed  and a small  part of it built, 
the concession was  suddenly  withdrawn,  and the engineers  ie- 
turned  to  England. 

From 1875 to 1878 Mr. Otter  was  engaged in the  construction 
of a railway from  Worcester in  the Cape Colony, under  the 
Colonial Government. 

illr. Otter  was elected an Associate Member  on the  3rd of 
December, 1872. He had  not  practised  the profession for sonle 
years previous to  his  death,  which occurred  on the 1st of January, 
1885. 

JOHN  PRENTIS  HAWLEY,  eldest son of the  late Mr. William 
Hawley of Fleet  Hall, Hockley, near Rochford, Essex, was  born 
on the  7th of May, 1818. He entered the service of the  Lambeth 
Waterworks Company in 1841, having been engaged  by  the  late 
Mr. James Simpson, Past-President  Inst. C.E.; as outdoor District 
Manager. His occupation was to look after  the  supply of water 
generally, including  the  laying of service-pipes, the connecting of 
the houses, the  quality of fittings,  and  the  management of the 
turncocks  and  other outdoor men. When  at  Brixton  his official 
residence was  near  the  Works  there,  which  after  the new supply 
was  introduced  rapidly increased in size. He was also storekeeper 
at  that  station,  and  attended  to  the  rating of the houses and  the 
general supervision of the concern under Mr. Simpson. On Mr. 
Simpson’s death Mr. Hawley continued in the same position under 
his successor, Mr. John Taylor, RI. Inst. C.E. The  latter  gentle- 
man  having been acquainted  with  the  Lambeth  Works since 1837, 
when  he first joined Mr. Simpson, was much associated with 
Mr. Hawley  during  his  entire  term of service, and bears  testimony 
to  the esteem in  which  he  was held from his  constant  attention 
and  assiduity in  the position he occupied. The  continual ex- 
tensions of the  district were under Mr. Hawley’s  supervision, and 
a high opinion was  entertained  by  his chiefs of his  judgment  in 
thc  management of his  department. 

Mr. Hawley’s occupation being one of almost unvaried  routine 
but  little  opportunity occurred  for the display of professional 
acquirements;  but  he  invented (1869) and  patented  improvements 
in  apparatus for controlling  the flow  of water  under  great pressure, 
to  regulate  constant  supply  and  to  prevent waste. Also a double- 
screw stop-cock which can be  made to control very effectually water 
or steam under  high pressure. After a  service of forty-one years 

Downloaded by [] on [12/09/16]. Copyright © ICE Publishing, all rights reserved.



Memoirs.] JOHN PRENTIS HAWLEY. 343 

to  the  Lambeth  Waterworks Company, Mr. Hawley  retired on  a 
pension in 1881. He died suddenly on the 21st of January, 1885, 
He was  elected an Associate on the  7th of May, 1872. 

NAJOR-GENERAL JULIUS  GEORGE  MEDLEY, R.E.,’ was born on 
the  19th of July, 1829. Having chosen an  Indian career, he  was 
gazetted on the  11th of June,  1847, and arrived  in  India on the 
12th of March, 1849, joining  the  Public Works Department  as 
Assistant  Engineer  in  June 1850. In  the course of a thirty-five 
years’ service in  the  East,  General Medley took personal part  in 
many  stirring events,  which render  the  story of his career one of 
more than.  ordinary  interest.  Though  mainly employed as  an 
officer  of the  Public Works Department,  his official “ record ” largely 
embraces military  duty  and service in  the field. On Medley’s first 
arrival  in  India  Lord Dalhousie had been a year  in office, and 
the second Sikh  war  had  just resulted in  the  annexation of the 
Punjab. I n  those days  India  was  still reached by a three months’ 
voyage round  the Cape, and its vast provinces had  generally  to be 
traversed  by pallci. As yet  the  country  was  innocent of railways, 
although  the  subject of improved communications had seriously 
occupied the  attention of the Government, and  within a few years 
the first tentative  contributions  were  taken  to  the construction of 
a system of railways  and  telegraphs. It was  not till 1853 that  the 
first  Indian railway-the line between Bombay and  Tanna-was 
opened, and  by  that  time  the zeal and  energy of O’Shaughnessey 
had established the main lines of telegraph which proved of such 
vital  importance in  the  critical period that  shortly followed. 
Nothing could better  illustrate  the  silent  but  rapid  growth of 
modern institutions  in India-and the advancement in civilization 
which  that  growth implies-than the eloquent fact  that  the  young 
engineer  who found the  country  without railways, even  in  the 
neighbourhood of its capitals  and commercial centres, left it a t   the  
close of his career covered with a vast  network of communications 
reaching  to its remotest corners. The achievements of the Govern- 
ment  during  the  past  thirty  years  in this field of activity  are 
such  as  might  stir  the  pride of any  nation,  and  certain  erents  may 
be  pointed  to  as closely linking  General Medley’s name  with  the 
history of railway development in  India.  During  his service as 

The substance of this memoir has been taken from the Pioneer, Allahabad, 
July 24, 1884. 
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